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WATER ISSUE 


ROCKEFELLER GRANT 

A PRESTIGIOUS FOUNDATION PROVIDES MONEY 
FOR A FULL-FLEDGED STUDY OF THE HISTORIC 
* AND PRESENT INYO COUNTY-DWP WATER CONFLICT 

A KEY OFFICIAL IN THE GOVERNOR’S OFFICE OF 
L-X Flanning and Research is resigning his 
•A* Sacramento position to make a new study 
of the ongoing conflict between Inyo County, 
the Owens Valley and the Los Angeles Department 
of water and Power. Tilliam L. "Bill” Kahrl, 
the_ director of research in the state office, 
told NEVIS—LETTER this week that a Rockefeller 
Foundation grant will enable him to continue 
with an Owens Valley study he has worked on pri¬ 
vately for a number of years. A press release 
from Kahrl’s office at Carmichael, California, 
said "The Rockefeller Foundation of New York 
has announced plans to fund a new study of the 
controversy over the Los Angeles Aqueduct and 
the history of the city’s relations with the 
Owens Valley." 

Already, Kahrl has published a history of 
the Owens Valley water fight in an issue of the 
California Hister ical Quarterly. That was in 
1976. Kahrl said late last week that "The Owens 
Valley is one place where history plays a par¬ 
ticularly vital role in current events. The 


- ELECTION 

SNIPING AT JEANNIE 

A NO-CONTEST RACE 
BECOMES A HOT ISSUE 

I N A PRESS RELEASE STRONGLY 
urging the candidacy of on- 
1 ly. "qualified" people for e- 
lection to law enforcement offices, the Inyo 
County Deputy Sheriff's Association last week 
fueled a controversy in one of the county el¬ 
ections that until then had plodded routinely 
along on the general assumption that there was 
no contest at all. In the press release, which 
was published in the local press last week, 
the deputies' association expressed "concern 
over the California State Statute that allows 
candidacy for an important Law Enforcement po¬ 
sition, such as that of ’Sheriff' without re¬ 
quiring at least some minimal qualifications." 
Generally it was believed that the deputies' 
statement was aimed squarely at the candidacy 
of a young Olancha woman, Jeannie Harness, who 
is Sheriff Floyd Barton's sole opposition in 
the upcoming election. Asked if the associat¬ 
ion had timed its press release because of 
Harness’ candidacy. Association President Tom 
Gonzales admitted, "This...plus the fact other 
associations are coming out with similar state¬ 
ments." The deputies' association was formed 
several months ago and at the time of its org¬ 
anization its officials averred that the depu¬ 
ties would follow strict lines in remaining* 
out of political issues. The sheriff himself, 

(See ELECTION, Page 7) 


NEWS BRIEFS 


(See ROCKEFELLER GRANT, Page 9 ) 


Next Week: child abuse in inyo county 

Health and law enforcement officials 
see a growing problem of home cruelty. 


-PINE CREEK ACID SPILL 

FLAP OVER POLLUTION MESS 

UNION CARBIDE’S SECOND MAJOR ACCIDENT 
AROUSES PUBLIC AND OFFICIAL PROTESTS 

T he official position ms one of wait-and- 

see, of not jumping "to any conclusions," 
but no doubt about it, the second accid¬ 
ental "spill" of Union Carbide toxins into the 
waters of Fine Creek had set off an angry reac¬ 
tion in the Round Valley area north of Bishop. 

There had been some talk of a lawsuit, 
but at least one resident, echoing the feelings 
of neighbors, said "We just want to make sure 
it doesn't happen again." Said another: "The 
mouths of the fish were burned out. They were 
dead. Suppose a child had gotten into the wat¬ 
er?" 

The California Fish & Game Department 
had taken a look at Union Carbide's sulphuric 
acid mess - result of a tank or pipeline leak ,< 
- and said "In all liklihood, a complaint will" 
be sought. We are now gathering evidence and 
when we get everything together, we'll consult 
the district attorney. And we may be ready to 
dp that,this week." 

Not so certain was the Lahontan Water 
Board's Engineer David Oldenburg who had coll- 

(See ACID SPILL, Page 9) 


TIGHTENING THE SCREWS 


NEW DWP LEASE ISSUE; MORE COUNTY WORKERS 
QUIT; MANZANAR; AND SIDEWALKS FOR SUBURBIA 


T hings had been looking up a bit for inyo’s 

cattle producers - pastures greener from 
winter rains and a slightly improved mar¬ 
ket position — when their grazing land owner, 
the Department of Water and Power, dumped a new 
worry on them: no more short-term leases. In 
its harsh new announcement, the DTP went to no 
pains to cover up its motive; the cattlemen's 
leases would become another DTP bargaining chip 
in its ongoing legal brawl with Inyo County. 

(See NETS BRIEFS, Page 3 ) 



"POP ROCKS” CRAZE 
HITS INYO 


iff' . x Candy fan 


\ Jonah Moos 
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Here and elsewhere a candy "Pop!” 
has turned into a retail "Boom" as the kids 
buy "Pop Rocks." See NOTES FROM B.K., Page 













































»» NOTES FR OM B.K.«« 

FOR ANTIQUE BUFFS there's good 
news and bad news. The good 
news: All the unique stock of 
Bishop's Oddity House will be 
up for auction April 22 . Ev¬ 
erything from tiny figurines 
to massive oak furniture. The 
bad news: Owners Georgi Ana 
Smith and Nora Jean Wagoner 
have decided to sell out Odd¬ 
ity ^ouse and close it down. 

They'll devote all their time 
to the nearby Country Western 
.for the auction, there'll be some bargains, but 
buyers should have some idea of value; many an¬ 
tiques are misleading with true worth difficult 
to establish. 

iHHt- 

REMEMBER HEIKKI LUNTA? H e ikki was a Michigan 
recluse who wrote a song about the weather, and 
when a radio station played the record, the 
snow started. i hey called it Heikki's Snow Dance 
Song, and over a period of years other stations 
around the country tried it out as a promotion 
for snow. It had a strange way of working and 
the AP picked it up as a feature report. We 
tried it on a radio show here with marginal re¬ 
sults during last year's drought. Well, this 
year one of our fans remembered the flip side 
of the record - "Heikki Lunta Go Away - which 
is supposed to stop the snowfall. Our friend 
says we should try it, to hold back the floods. 
Well, why not. 

IN ANSWER TO RUMORS HE'LL BE LEAVING, The DWP's 
^r/ens Valley Engineer says not yet, but admits 
he "has served his three-to-five" in the Owens 
^alley. It would appear that O.V. is a kind of 
training ground for DWP officials (If they can 
take the heat here, they can presumably handle 
anything L.A. has by way of challenge). The us¬ 
ual valley tour is rarely more than five years 
and he completes that term this summer. "Maybe 
next summer," says Wickser. 

A HANDFUL OF LOCAL .MALCONTENTS with nothing let¬ 
ter to do has fallen for that Fallbrook, Cal., 
ad placed in the local paper, and has started 
a small Ku KLux Klan hereabouts. They skulk ab¬ 
out at night licking stickers and slapping them 
on cars, doorways, etc.: "THE EYES of the KLAN 
ARE UPON YOU." What the KKK enthusiasts DON'T 
know is, well, a lot: (1) one of the "Klansmen" 
i s an infiltrator who took the oath as a gag 
and is talking a lot (2) another is more inter¬ 
ested (and reportedly successful) in making time 
with the others' women than he is in "purifying 
the race," and (3) a "KLansman" is friendly 
with a local elected official who may not be as 
friendly as the Klansman thinks. Prediction: 
the KKK will probably wind up at each others' 
throats...or re-organize and operate under an¬ 
other name, minus a member or two. And would 
you believe - there is also a "one-man Klan" 
here, a single individual "working" without 
knowing about the others. The boss at Fallbrock, 
meanwhile (with no connection to the national 
Klan), is raking in the membership dues, some 
of which (according to L.A. sources) flows in¬ 
to the dope traffic. Bishop cops are watching# 

iH'cX 
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ia type, Inyo County is NOT a major center far 
California Klan activities. 

BACK TO THE FUNNY BOOKS, folks. If you've been 
watching your tube of late, you'll find an in¬ 
creasing number of pre-school favorites: "’.'fen¬ 
der ’•Toman," "Bionic Woman," etc., and now, 
"Spider Man." The TV executives have discov¬ 
ered that American tastes are even more juven¬ 
ile than they had imagined and that the "Sup¬ 
erman" syndrome (the Walter Mi tty in all of us 
that makes us all feel powerless against that 
which we' consider evil, and which makes us sec- - 
retly want to be "super" in some way) will run 
up the ratings very quickly. To understand why • 
television runs such junk, first try to grab 
this idea:- TV has no interest in selling any¬ 
thing to anyone; TV only tries to deliver an 
audience of X-number of people to the adver¬ 
tiser. They're doing it, but. at tremendous 
cost to public taste and intelligence..After 
all, you don't have to think or to act, or ev¬ 
er be brave so long as Spider Man is doing it 
all for you. 

■shh*. 

ONE GIANT STEP UP THE IADDER OF TV from the 
likes of Spider Man is perhaps the News. If 
you're a Channel L fan and you dig Tom Snyder, 
you may soon see him as a national news anch¬ 
orman - if his foes at NBC (who claim he lias 
too much showbiz approach to news), don't suc¬ 
ceed in their "Stop Snyder" movement. Mean¬ 
while over at Channel 2, things may be looking 
up: the new-old Benti-Chung-Hill formula is 
sharper, faster, and holds more "solid news" 
than ever before. 

•JHHfr 

A COUNTRY-WESTERN BASH, the Vem Gosdin Show, 
sold out four days in advance - 600 ducats 
vrent to the local fans who wasted no time 
shelling out to see R.W. Blackwood and Frieda 
Barton & Company at the Bishop Fairgrounds. 

If anybody has any question about what people 
hereabouts like for entertainment, just ask 
John Young, manager of Radio KIBS which spon¬ 
sored the show Friday night. 

TRIPPING OFF TO EUROPE? Lower air fares and a 
lot of nice things happening on the continent 
will attract many trans-ocean travelers this 
year. One problem: decline of the dollar means 
you'll be paying more for some things. Tfnynot 
go early and miss the midsummer crowds. Ask 
your travel agent about: AUSTRIA - Austrian 
IVine Fair at Krems, Vienna citywide concerts, 
and festivals at Ossiach and Villach, all in 
May-June; BELGIUM, trade fair at Brussels and 
fairs and fun all summer long; GERMANY - bal¬ 
let and music festivals. May through June; 
GREECE — More of the same, early summer; ITALY 
- Gondola regatta, late April; etc. And if you 
dig racing, the 36th Auto Grand Prix at Monaco 
on May 7. Always a good bet if you like the 
exotic: Rent (for a pittance) a houseboat on 
Dal Lake in the Vale of Kashmir in the Hima¬ 
layas; luxury with (sometimes too many) serv¬ 
ants underfoot amidst a quiet, lush greenery. 

IF YOU'RE A SEE-AMEHXCA-FIRSt TYPE, Derby Day 
at Louisville C an be fun if you know where to 
stay. That's in May of course. 


CONTRARY TO A RUMORED REPORT (from an area . d- 


fx-x 

(More B. 












April 10, 1978 


INYO COUNTY 


.TIER 


Page 3 


SCHOBER LANE'S TREES 


LOOKING FOR A CULPRIT 

THE DWP GOES BLAMELESS THIS TIME / 

AS A RANCHER REMOVES A ROAD HAZARD 

• > 

T he flap over a rot of stately trees - or 

the absence of same - took an unexpected 
twist last week as it cane to light that 
the Department of Water and Power, after all, 
was not in this case the "heavy*" A prominent 
Bishop rancher, Don Tatum, who leases some 
Schober Lane grazing acreage from DWP, said 
late in the week that, rumors to the contrary, 
it was he that ordered removal of about 50 
tall Locust trees that for many years had pro¬ 
vided a leafy, sun-filtered arbor over a long 
stretch of Schober Lane. Tree admirers in the 
area leaped headlong into a harangue against 
the D7/P which in recent years has demonstrated 
less than a crusading concern for the valley's 
trees. As it turned out, their assumption and 
claims of DWP guilt were mistaken. 

According to Tatum, the trees were dy¬ 
ing, falling down, and even crashing over the 
roadway. At least two accidents were caused 
by the fallen trees, and two of Tatum's cattle 
were killed when a fence was struck down:. Ta¬ 
tum said the Locusts began dying out some time 
back - after he switched from irrigation to a 
sprinkler system to water his lands. "Then the 
irrigation ditch running the length of the line 
of trees dried up, so did the trees. "Then," 
said the rancher, "they started blowing over 


on the road and on the fence. The cattle got 
out and there were three accidents. Two cattle 
were killed and two cars wrecked. Another time, 
we were trying to get a tree out of the road 
and a carload of drunks ran into us." "When re¬ 
moval of the trees became necessary, th§ DVT? 
was contacted. "They didn't say yes, and they 
didn't say no," reports Tatum. Then the county 
got into the issue. Public Tforks Director Bob 
Fisher said he talked to the DWP officials and 
was advised that "about kO% of trees" - the 
ones remaining alive - should be left. But a 
contracting company. Bishop's MR Maintenance 
service, was called in to take away Schober 
Lane's arbor of shade. A company spokesman had 
no comment regarding what to him was a routine 
job. 


NEWS BRIEFS, Continued 

Department officials say they can't "engage in 
long-term lease agreements ri th agricultural 
lessees" - not at Xaaat until the DWP's envir¬ 
onmental impact report issue is safely out of 
court, and DWP is free to drain off all the 
Inyo groundwater it can pump. To the straight- 
talking cattlemen that translated into "Get 
your county government to drop its lawsuits, 
and we'll let you have water for your cows." 
Meanwhile, until the DWP completes its court- 
ordered revised environmental impact report, a 
project that could take several years, DWP will 
restrict five-year leases to one year. Irriga¬ 
tion of Inyo ranchland, says a DWP official, is 

(More NEWS BRIEFS, Page 8) 


Kounty Klan Kuandary 


OKAY, CHIEF KOUNTY KLUTZ, 
WE LITTERED UP THE TOWN 
WITH ALL THAT 
PAPER...WHEN DO 
XAI WE GIT ON WITH 
0^1^ SOME REAL 

AKSHUN ? 


TiARD TO SAY. NOT MANY DEWS, 
BLACKS AND CH1KANOS 
HERE, AN' THE ONES WE 
GOT ARE GOOD PEOPLE 
l WITH LOTS OF FRIENDS, / 

* AN' THE INDIANS N ^ 
/ROUND HERE AIN’T 
/FRAJD UV-... 

NUTHIN.l 
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(WELL, OKAY then. LET'S 
TAKE ON THE FREAKS,! 
ILLITERATES, BA-A "A'Pj 
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NEWS-LETTER welcomes letters and comment relevant to pub! 
issues, and the editors will publish those considered 
timely. Most likely to be published are those letters 
those with concise viewpoints. Writers should address 
Independence, 93526. NEWS-LETTER reminds its readers 


of 200 words or less and 
their statements to Box 531 
that publication of a letter in no way implies that the editors agree with its content. 



KUSINGS, SPECULATIONS AND SUSPICIONS: 

THINKING ALOUD ON CANCER RESEARCH 
FROM AN IMAGINARY COACH'S BENCH 

NEWS-LETTER: 

In the April, 1978 issue of the Reader's 
Digest, there is an article entitled "Americ¬ 
a's Third Sector," written by John D. Rocke¬ 
feller 3rd. The gist of the article is that 
contributions from the general public are on 
the decline for research, helping this and that 
charity, etc. 

I would like to comment about one of 
these Y/orthy causes, namely. Cancer ^search. 

I would like to sat myself up as one of the sci¬ 
entists in this field. I would also like to 
think of a team of these scientists as though 
they were a football team with myself as the 
coach* Our job is to try to get out there on 
the field and try to locate that elusive thing 
called the cause of cancer* Our opponent is a 
very formidable foe indeed and quarterbacked 
by Cancer himself who keeps handing the ball 
(germ) to anyone of his phantom players (dif¬ 
ferent kinds of cancer germs), and they rel¬ 
entlessly keep scoring touchdowns (death). 

Coach to the team: "Now look, you fell¬ 
ows, all we're expected to do is get ahold of 
that ball. Me don't have to make a touchdown, 
just get that ball and victory is ours." 3ut 
what happens if we do get the ball? Just think 
of all those noble people who worked for the 
space program and without a flaw put a man on 
the moon. They did a remarkable thing, but 
where are they now? Out here in space I guess, 
just floating around wondering where to land. 
"Now team, vie have a much longer program and 
we would like to know where we are going to 
land once our mission is accomplished. Me have 
a pretty good thing going for us right now and 
as long as we can look important by wearing 
nice clean laboratory clothes and squint thru 
microscopes and monkey vfith test tubes, we at 
least look real to the general public, and as 
long as the fire of hope keeps burning in the 
breasts of generous people, we at least pur¬ 
sue our research with dignity. It's a better 
way to live than to have to depend on food 
stamps. And we have our retirement in old age 
to consider. Yes, sir, if we find that cancer 


(Editors' Note: Enough indeed. NEW3-LETT- 
ER shudders, probably because of the pos¬ 
sibility, however remote, that there 
may exist a certain discomforting truth 
in Reader Carpenter's speculations, risk¬ 
ing the probability we carry his meta¬ 
phor too far, we couldn't resist a little 
fanciful imaging of our own: a score- 
board set just south of Mr. Carpenter's 
mental playing field, and upon it at the 
end of the third quarter, the score: 

Research 0 - Carpenter 0) 

tfc ft & 

"RIGHTS" AND THE DWP: A SCREAM OR 
TWO FROM AN ANONYMOUS BIRD 

To The Editor: 

Nations are entitled to sovereign rights 
sanctioned by civilization. Government is en¬ 
trusted, by main, with the preservation of hu¬ 
man rights; the first right being the right of 
self-determination, a right v/hich this country 
was founded upon, a right planted in the mind 
of every American by the Almighty. 

As vie sit in Inyo County, we are per¬ 
plexed by the workings of "our" government of¬ 
ficials. If California resides within the Uni¬ 
ted States of America, and Inyo County resides 
within that state, and if the cities of Inyo 
County are vdthin the’boundaries of that coun¬ 
try, how does ONE city, Los Angeles, own,' con¬ 
trol and dictate to another county and city? 

By land acquisition and the use of the power¬ 
ful ^eapon called money. 

But vie are patient. YJhat has to begin 
has begun. YJhat has to be done. Tail be. 

- Eagle 

' (Name witheld by 

request) 

(Editors' Note: In principle, we couldn't 
agree more, but vie '& probably feel better 
if we knew just what Eagle ha 3 "begun.") ’ 


germ too soon - well, the public would sing 
our praises to high heaven, and then drop us 
like hot potatoes. There would be no "better 
second half" (Glendale Federal Savings tv ad) 
for us. So dig up something now and then to 
dangle in front ©f the good givers, like a 
cobalt treatment report - just something that 
sounds plausible." 

Now I am well aware that this is sill 
sarcastic and degrading, but the point is that i"; 
in the "Third Sector," no mention is made of '."[SEND TO 
any incentive to inspire researchers to extend;”; .. 
themselves and really solve the problems. ’ 1 ‘ t * 

' V/hat 1 • 


NOW AT THE REDUCED SUBSCRIPTION RATE! 

This week, the INYO COUNTY NEWS¬ 
LETTER reduced its subscription rate by a 
cut of more than 20%. To make sure you get 
NEWS-LETTER regularly, subscribe now. 


8 

r 
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Yes. Send me the NEWS-LETTER for the num- H 
ber of weeks checked below. I subscribe ji!j 
with the understanding that future cost H 
cuts will be credited to my subscription, U 


if I buy now. _ 

i!'i [ 1 50 Weeks 1 I 25 Weeks; I 1 3 Months £> 

il.UJ ^ $26 L_l 1—1 ^. J7 2 




’s the reward? It has to be money. 
Enough. 

-H.R. Carpenter 
Bi3hop 
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STATE. 
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| I Payment enclosed [Hpi ease bill me % 
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NOTES FROM B.K., Continued 

IN THE MAIL: A lot of Inyo Count!ans were get¬ 
ting requests for handouts from Former Los An¬ 
geles Police Chief Ed Davis who wants $116,000 
for brochures "to explain ray background and po¬ 
sitions." (And that might Take a little explain¬ 
ing, of course.) Davis, writing in a form let¬ 
ter, takes on what he calls the "liberal news 
media" right off the bat in trying to prove 
something or other about Jerry Brown, but he 
forgets that Brown has had much less than a 
good press in recent months, and most all of 
what Davis knows about it he got out of the pa¬ 
pers himself. A lot of people think Davis may 
have done better staying in the police business, 
but also with his mouth shut. Says-he: "Unless 
I can raise $116,000 in the next two weeks, I 
may find myself too far behind to ever catch up 
and defeat Jerry Brown. So don't set this lat¬ 
ter (sic) aside, please. Send me your contrib¬ 
ution today." We'd need more than two weeks 
just to think about it! 

VERT PLEASANT PEOPLE DEPT: "Nick" Zupo, friend¬ 
ly and helpful fellow who always has a big hel¬ 
lo for people who go to visit the fish hatchery 
north of Independence. The hatchery is one of 
the county's beauty spots and Nick takes a spec¬ 
ial pride in the flower beds soon to be bloom¬ 
ing there. 

ALL THE DOWN SOUTH MAGAZINES are contradicting 
each other over who's who in Santa Barbara's 
social ladder. In case anybody cares (and no- 
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body, outside of Santa Barbara except chic ma¬ 
gazine types,does) let's say that getting the 
facts would be difficult outside S.B.'s inner 
circles. The business folk there join the Mon- 
tecito Club; The New Guard Santa Barbarans foew 
money) go to the Birnam Wood Club, and the Old 
Guard (oldy sturdy, well-established money) 
gather (when in town) at the Valley Club. And 
no matter what the mags say, the "real" Old 
Guard doesn't talk to magazine writers, never 
did and probably never will. 

•a#* 

SO WHO CARES ABOUT SANTA BARBARA ANYWAY? Well, 
a few Inyo folk have friends there, and go 
"clubbing"there, so just wanted to get every¬ 
thing straight, so we know what "money" we 're 
dealing with. The food's better at Birnam Wood. 

4HHJ- 

QUICK, CALL YOUR BROKER and buy General Foods! 
The growing pop-ulaiilyof "Pop Rocks," a candy 
gimmick that explodes in your mouth (and pops 
right out if you open wide) has become a nat¬ 
ional rage. Kids everywhere are laying out up 
to 29 cents for a paper packet that contains 
about a tablespoonful of the stuff. The secret: 
carbon dioxide in the candy'. And General Foods 
owns it without a competitor in sight. 

MAY YOUR POP ROCKS maintain a decorous, moder¬ 
ate noise level....And may the news in your day 
be good news...every day.. 

Sincere] 


VOTE 

JUNE6 
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TIRED OF GAMES AND COSTLY RED TAPE? 


THIS YEAR, 
LET'S GET 
BACK TO 
BASICS... 

ELECT 


r\ 
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FOR SUPERVISOR, 


DISTRICT 3 


EXPERIENCED, RESPONSIVE AND RESPONSIBLE 


RESTORE COMMON SENSE 

TO COUNTY GOVERNMENT 
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real estate 
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BUYING or SELLING, 
You'll want 
Fast Action. 

Call Today... 

We’re Here For You. T « 

Each office is independently owned and operated. 

MM.y _ _ 

EJJ REALTOR* 

DOROTHY BONNEFIN/manager 
“ ™ LONE PINE REALTY 
- res. (714) 876-4442 


ro-IJTl 

bus. ( 714 ) 076-4121 


^PAT ROBERTS/associate 
^rcs. ( 714 ) 876-5064 

CLYDE GEORGE/associate 
bus. ( 714 ) 876-4121 

310 so. main street, suite 108 

lone pl/io, California 93545 


IF YOU NEED HELP 
PLACING TOUGH RISKS 


WE INSURE EVERYTH 



...and a lot of other hard-to-insure 
things like guard dogs to gymnastics, 
health clubs to haunted houses, liquor 
to landscaping, tourist trips and tourist 
traps...And hard-to-place life... 

If you've got a tiger or an athlete. Call 


[ VO 
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R.F. OYLER ASSOCIATES 
PETE LARSON - Insurance 
124 N. Main, Lone Pine, California 
Phone 876-4105 


The Yashica FX-2! 
Yashica’snew pro/SLIJ! 



Yashica FX-2 
with 50mm 
f/1.9 DSBIens 


$17995 


© Center-needle electronic 
metering. 

© Bright, uncluttered viewfin¬ 
der. 

© A choice of two lens systems: 
ultra-fast Carl Zeiss T-Star 
(T*) or multi-coated Yashica 
ML lenses. 

© Contax/Yashica lens mount. 

® High-speed, action-stopping 
shutter. 


tr 

photographic 

SERVICE 4 
Sl'PPLY.., 
RENTALS . 
DARKROOM 
EQUIPMENT... 
REPAIRS... 
BLUEPRINTING.. 
CUSTOM 

FRAMING... 


ODnnooaDDnoDono^ 




CAMERA HOUSE 

DDDDDUOOQ U U U U LI 0 U Cl □ 


Seeitat 

ISO NO. MAIN ST. 

BlfHOF, CA 03014 


PHONI < 714 > 872-0077 


LQ D d 


PETROLEUM 

PRODUCTS... 


...for the 
last of the 

OLD “ 


...INYO...MONO 

..NYE AND ESMERALDA COUNTIES 
OF CALIFORNIA 
AND NEVADA... 


g s 



M1L0VICH BROS., INC. 

SHELL OIL JOBBERS 
1290 NORTH MAIN STREET 
BISHOP, CALIFORNIA 93514 

NYE-OIL, lnc.,TONOPAH 
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ELECTION, Continued 

questioned about the deputies’ statement, den¬ 
ied any complicity in its release. "Absolutely 
not," said Barton, and explained that the asso¬ 
ciation operates completely outside of upper- 
echelon officers in his department. 

Ms. Harness, a 32-year-old Olancha house¬ 
wife, clearly fell within the category of "un- 
qulified" as defined by the deputies. After 
reading and hearing news reports of the deput¬ 
ies ’ statement, she was quick to reply with a 
brief, pointed press release of her own: 

"I was disappointed that the Deputies• 
Association could make this statement. I can't 
imagine our president, a peanutfarmer, being 
turned down as the commander-in-chief of the 
armed forces because he can't operate a Sher¬ 
man Tank of fly a B-5>2. Civilian control of 
military and police in administrative positions 
is called for in Hie Constitution. The people 
who wrote the laws encourage civilians to run 
for positions such as sheriff, and discourage 
the advent of military or police administration 
of government. This prevents any possibility 
of our country ever turning into a police state." 

Asked if she thought the deputies' asso¬ 
ciation had been aiming their statement at her 
in particular, she replied, "Certainly. Every¬ 
body knows that." 

Her statement's reference to the lack of 
presidential qualifications to "fly a B-f>2"was 
prompted by another part of the deputies' an¬ 
nouncement: "As State law now stands, were soihe 
tragedy to befall one or more of the qualified 
candidates on a ballot, our county could end 
up with a Sheriff less qualified to do the job 
than our newest recruit, someone who, accord¬ 
ing to California's own penal code, could not 
hold 'peace officer' status, carry a handgun, 
or even drive some types of emergency vehicles I 1 

If the sheriff's men were reluctant to 
admit officially that the statement was aimed 
at Harness' candidacy, a number of them show¬ 
ed far less reticence in their private comm¬ 
ents. Said one officer firmly loyal to Barton's 
leadership: "I know for a fact she's running, 
and she's totally unqualified." Another, ques¬ 
tioned on whether or not the issue of Harness' 
sex had anything to do with the statement, re¬ 
plied that "This is not a question of discrim¬ 
ination against women." of the men 

would talk "for the record." 

. ( «EI£CH0N« Continued, Page 9) 


UPSTREAM 
CLEANUP 

ENDING OAK CREEK'S 
'FISHY' ODORS 

>00N AFTER THE COM- 
'plaints of down¬ 
stream residents 
rose to an angry cry 
- (Their drinking wa¬ 
ter, even when filter¬ 
ed, had a "fishy" od¬ 
or.) - the Lahontan 
Water Board cracked 
down on the upstream 
source of their prob¬ 
lems, the Mt. Whitney 
Fish Hatchery. That 
was four years ago, but Lahontan officials gave 
tne state hatchery time enough for planning, 
funding and construction for what all knew was 
a major project, even for tiny Oak Creek. The 
state was given until July of last year to get 
its system in order, but the Fish & Game Dep¬ 
artment couldn't get underway until January in 
it3 $337,777 construction program that is now 
set for completion in June. 

Source of the trouble was Fish & Game's 
periodic cleaning of the hatchery ponds. Having 
no alternatives, the hatchery dumped tons of 
silt-like waste-matter into the stream and this 
was carried downstream through the water source 
not only of nearby residents, but also Fort In¬ 
dependence's reservation properties. 

A Sacramento-based construction firm, Ru- 
gen Construction Company, is building a system 
of "raceways" to handle the hatchery brooding 
stock north of the picturesque Mt. Whitney Hat¬ 
chery building. Fish waste and debris will soon » 
go into settling ponds - instead of into the 
waterlines of downstream residents. 

The new system will go beyond the saniti¬ 
zing, of Oak Creek's waters. Says Hatchery Mana¬ 
ger Jim Riley: "Now the fish will be handled 
only half as much. The spawning process can now 
take place in the new facilities. Before, we 
hauled them by truck from the ponds to tho areas 
fa' spawning." The project is also a part of 
a general upgrading of the Mt. Y.’hitney Hatcii- 
eiy. Thanks to a lessening water supply in the 
early '60's, the state had considered selling 
the hatchery, but the Fish & Game Department 
opted to invest further and improve the prop¬ 
erty and its operation. The plan to sell never 
got to the appraisal stage, although one or 
two well-heeled individuals in the state got 
wind of the plan and eyed the hatchery potent¬ 
ial for a dramatic and lordly country estate. 

The hatchery people now have some silt 
and debris problems of their own. The fast- 
rushing Oak Creek dumps tons of sand into the 
hatchery system. Another construction project 
will take care of that. Soon to get underway: 
construction of upstream settling ponds, at an 
estimated cost of about $87,000. 

Meanwhile, as the fish hatchery was clean¬ 
ing up its problems, another pollution of a far 
more serious kind was attracting attention near 
Bishop* A second accident at Union Carbide Com¬ 
pany had released into Fine Creek an undeter¬ 
mined quantity of sulphuric acid. For a story 
on what happened, see Page 1* 
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NEWS BRIEFS, Continued 

part of DWP '3 water project here. Although the 
decision to cut the lease terms M is not yet fi¬ 
nal, there was a sound of finality in the terse 
statement of Owens Valley’s DWP boss Jim WLck- 
ser: "The proposal," he said, "is for'one year 
instead of five." The Los Angeles Board of Wat¬ 
er «nd Power Commissioners, which has shown a 
merciless lack of sympathy for Inyo County ec¬ 
onomics since the early 70's, will vote on the 
matter sometime this week. More bad news for 
the ranchers: Even with one-year leases, they 
will also be paying their city landlord higher 
rent rates. "A small increase," says Wickser, 
"not much different from the old agreement." 

MEANWHILE, AS DWP CONTEMPLATED FUTURE WEALTH, 
it was busy counting its present riches, and 
"hoping" it might not drown in them. DWP's 
Wickser appeared before the county board of sup¬ 
ervisors last week to pass along - officially - 
some information most of them already knew: the 
crucial Sierra snow-pack moisture stands now 
at a drought-breaking 190$ of normal with "ab¬ 
out 168$ in the Mammoth area and 2£2$ at Cot¬ 
tonwood near Lone Pine." Wickser said this year 
is "very similar" to 196? • But with the good 
news came the possibility of bad, and whether 
it happens or not may depend on Inyo’s spring 
weather. Sudden appearance of warm days would 
bring on flooding in many valley creeks. "We’re 
expecting the worst, but hoping for the best," 
said one of DWP’s more optimistic spokesmen. 
Just in case their hopes aren't fulfilled, the 
DWP crewmen will soon "divert" some streams to 
spread the mountain water "on the cones for 
groundwater recharge." In that, DWP may need 
some help, thanks to manpower cutbacks. Inyo 
County Road Department crews may work alongside 
the DWP men when, and if, the water starts to 
flow. 

THE COUNTY ADMINISTRATION WAS DOING SOME HEAD- 
counting and, again, came up short. Top offic¬ 
ials were showing increasing concern over the 
continued loss of key personnel, and looking 
around for replacements to fill two more vac¬ 
ancies opened by resignations. Ending their 
"county tour" of duty at week's end were Pub¬ 
lic Works Office Manager Patty Duncan, and Jim 
Wagner, a key figure in the county building 
and maintenance office. They both join this 
week an engineering firm headed by Roger Glid- 
den, former assistant public works director, 
who resigned April 1. Said Wagner, echoing the 
parting statements of others who recently left 
the county: "I feel I can do more for myself 
in private business where there are fewer head¬ 
aches with red tape and politics• I've gone as 
far as I can go in county government." Why all 
the recent resignations? Some departees blame 
a fuzzy personnel and pay policy that leaves 
county workers vulnerable to the machinations 
of political whim, yet protects higher-ups that 
many claim are inefficient and red-tape-orient¬ 
ed. , 

IF, AS THE COUNTY BOSSES WOULD HAVE US BELT EVE, 
two years amounts to "temporary employment," 
then two openings in Inyo's stagnating, paper- 
smothered planning department will be filled. 
Supervisor Wilma Muth said she does not want 


"permanent personnel" and she zeroed in on 
Planning Director Doug Sherburne whose lack¬ 
adaisical leadership has brought the super¬ 
visors very near the boiling point. "I think 
we've had the capacity (to get things moving) 
but the director has not been fully command¬ 
ed. I'd like to see proof before there is a 
permanent tax burden." County Administrator 
John K. Smith was skeptical of the move to 
hire more workers, temporary or otherwise; it 
is his, and others', contention that Sherburne 
can handle the critical "general plan" prob¬ 
lem without more -vrorkers - if Sherburne will 
tackle the job himself. "It's a matter of re¬ 
cord," said Smith, "It was a matter of prior¬ 
ity to complete the elements of the general 
plan two years ago. It hasn't been done, and 
for the past two years we've battled over how 
big the planning department should be. We 
gradually expanded, but it's still not done. 

I don't know if it's light or not." Sherburne 
meanwhile could offer little more than a sug¬ 
gestion that the county apply for an extension 
from the state, to avoid state prosecution for 
failure to have a general plan. A new problem 
arose in the question of where to put the new 
temporary workers: The county may now make a 
serious bid to buy the nearby Title Insurance 
Building to make more room for workers. The 
money-conscious conservatives in the adminis¬ 
tration were appalled, but may have no choice. 

A RECURRING ISSUE OF WHETHER TO ALLOW DEVELOP- 
ers to get by without putting sidewalks into 
Inyo housing tracts came up again last week at 
a supervisors' meeting. Under question was a 
six-dwelling development by Bishop's H.B. Rog¬ 
ers who had earlier asked the planning commis¬ 
sion to "waive" the installation of walkways. 
The commissipners listened, and briefly agreed, 
but then turned down the" request. The supervis¬ 
ors compromised; Rogers must provide sidewalks, 
but only on the perimeter of his development. 
Supervisor Dick Engel wanted more - side-walks 
throughout the development - and he voted no to 
the compromise. To Engel, Inyo's suburbia was 
getting sub-suburban. 

THE CALIFORNIA SOUTHLAND'S MANZANAR COMMITTEE 
returns to the old Manzanar concentration ; 
site south of Independence again this year .for 
its ninth annual pilgrimage program. Manzanar 
was the first such camp into which thousands 
of Japanese Americans were quickly herded in 
the panicky anti-Japanese fervor generated by 
the outbreak of World VTar II, Nine others in 
other areas soon followed. The Manzanar commi¬ 
ttee's Sue Embrey said in a press release that - 
"This pilgrimage acts as an educational field 
trip not only for Japanese Americans, but peo- - 
pie in general. Speakers, cultural events, 
tours of the site (where several graves of in¬ 
mates are tended by the visitors), and other 
activities will be happening." As a rule, sev¬ 
eral score Japanese families make the trip to 
Inyo in busses arranged by the committee. The 
1978 event is set for April 22, 


If you act now, you can subscribe to the 
NEWS-LETTER at new, reduced rates - and qet a 
FREE extension to your subscription when rates 
are further reduced. Use the form on Page 4. 
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ACCIDENT SPILL, Continued 
ected downstream water for testing. "I saw a 
lot of dead fish, and the ponds at Forty Acres 
were discolored. A blue-grey suspension color¬ 
ed ihe water and the fish were dying. But I don't < 
want to jump to any conclusions# We asked Uni¬ 
on Carbide to submit a report on what happened 
and why." 

One of the county’s candidates found an¬ 
other issue in the Pine Creek spill. Roger 
Glidden took the opportunity to point out that 
Oldenburg's presence at the little disaster 
would not have occurred if the Lahontan Water 

* Board had its way. "The plans are to move him 
out in July, and the rest of the Bishop Lahon- 

* tan operation has already moved to Victorville. 
Oldenburg called the incident 'an illustration 
of why someone is needed up here." Most of the 
downstream residents, faced the recurring sur¬ 
ges of dead fish and acid-filled waters, would 
agree. 

Meanwhile, officials at Union Carbide is¬ 
sued a press release shortly after the mishap. 
In it they confirmed they are attempting to es¬ 
timate the amount of damage "caused from sulph¬ 
uric acid seeping into Pine Creek!' Questioned 
later in the week about possible new develop¬ 
ments, they declined further elaboration, and 
said the matter was in the hands of company 
attorneys. 

ROCKEFELLER GRANT, Continued 

principal studies before now have tended to di¬ 
vide along the lines of the controversy itself, 
arguing on behalf of one side or the other. I 
hope that by presenting a complete record, sep¬ 
arating legend from the real choices that have 
been made, this effort can make a positive con¬ 
tribution to a resolution of the city's differ¬ 
ences with the Owens Valley community by estab¬ 
lishing at least a common basis for understand¬ 
ing." 

As he made plans for his study, Kahrl put 
out a plea for public input, is currently 
conducting a hunt for records, photographs and 
other documentation of the Owens Valloy-DWP 
water issue, and plans to include these, or cop¬ 
ies of them, in his study. The grant-funded his¬ 
torian assures that his study will be "object¬ 
ive," and pointed out that "The involvement of 
tho Foundation and so distinguished a univers¬ 
ity press should allay any fears that we are 
embarked on anything less than an objective 
study 0 " The University of California will pub¬ 
lish Kahrl's findings. v 

At least one of Inyo's public officials 
who has been embroiled in the water controver¬ 
sy welcomed Kahrl's study. District Attorney 
L.H. "Buck" Gibbons said Monday that "There's 
always a benefit to be gained when a scholarly 
and objective third party to the conflict sorts 
out fact from fiction in an unbiased statement. 
Any data by someone other than DWP, or for that 
matter, Owens V a iley, would be welcomed. It is 
very good news." 

Kahrl will center the thrust of his work 
on valley events since 1930, and says that his 
is the first real study in the last quarter 
century to treat in detail recent DVB? history 
and the building of the second aqueduct. 

One of the valley's Kahrl fans paid the 
researcher another compliment; "He's very hum¬ 
ble for a state official," says Supervisorial 


ELECTION, Continued 

As the week drew to a close, the press 
release issue was boiling in the hitherto un¬ 
noticed camp of the Olancha woman's support¬ 
ers. They were not unmindful of the fact that 
an attack - even a veiled one - from the depu¬ 
ty sheriffs might backfire, attracting public 
attention to the issue. 

NEWS-LETTER questioned Gonzales on the 
meaning of the press releases 

N-L: Was your news release a direct re¬ 
sult of Jeannie Harness' candidacy? 

G: Not a direct result. It was the result 
of unqualified candidates being able to get in¬ 
to a qualified position. Otherwise, X Number 
of dollars and signatures buys a person's place 
on the ballot. 

N-L: Have other deputies' associations 
made similar statements? 

G: Yes, during the LAPD election. Offic¬ 
ers came out against non-lav; enforcement cand¬ 
idates. L.A. and Ban Francisco came out with 
their feelings to make people aware. With the 
selection of the LAPD chief of police, there 
were a number of non-police people who vie re go¬ 
ing after the job. This is something that as¬ 
sociations are doing this year. 

N-L: ’That about Jeannie Harness? 

G: I can't say. I know very little of 
her qualifications. But I can say that you have 
to have lav; enforcement experience to adminis¬ 
ter a law enforcement operation. Just like jud¬ 
ges must be attorneys. 

N-L: Although you say it was not a dir¬ 
ect cause, did Jeannie Harness' candidacy have 
something to do with the timing on this press 
release? 

G: This...plus the fact other associat¬ 
ions are coming out with similar statements. 

Aside from the matter - of last week's an- 
noucement by the deputies, if there was any 
doubt left in anyone's mind about where the 
deputies stand in the election, they dispelled 
it quickly on Monday with still another press 
release which took a no-boneo-about-dt posit¬ 
ion in the sheriff's race issue. Said tho DPA 
statement: "The Inyo County Deputy Sheriff's 
Association today announces their complete sup¬ 
port for Sheriff Floyd Barton for re-election.. 
..oomplete confidence..in voters to recognize 
(his) qualifications..and to re-elect..Barton." 


Candidate Moe Jacobson, who last year became 
involved in the water fight. "I wrote him a let¬ 
ter about how much I liked his work-. We 've been 
in touch ever since." 

If past performance is a guide to the po¬ 
tential for future effort, Kahrl probably has 
the qualifications. While working for the Brown 
administration he effectively engaged himself 
in such projects as the enactment of the 
wild and scenic rivers act of 1972; the ad¬ 
ministration effort to develope small fan a 
developaent through enforcement of the con¬ 
troversial federal reclamation law; and an At¬ 
las of California's water resources which will 
be published late this year. 

As for Rockefeller's attention to the 
relatively remote Ovens V a lley issue, it ref¬ 
lected the growing public heat generated by 
recent events. The foundation's advent into 
the controversy appeared to some here as a 
ray of hope for the embattled Inyoans. 











'pOLD CROC(K) 


to HIS OLD TUNE WITH A FEW NEW 


ft 


PS 


HURRY, HURRY, PUSH IT THRU/ 
WATER METERS ARE GOOD 
FOR YOU/ 

IN JUST TWO fZ&lsX&Z t3 
WEEKS, A °° 

RECORD TIME, 

WE GOT YOUR 

DOLLARS ON A 

THE LINE/ c/ 



SPEEDY SERVICE, THAT'S 
OUR aim; all complaints 





how's that again?...you'd 

BUY A I.OT ?.. .WHY, CERTAIN-LY / 
...ALL WE'VE GOT/ 

BUT THAT 
WILL TAKE A 
WHILE / YOU SEE 




QUICK! 
GETTH£ 
HOOK/ 




...A YEAR 
OK TWO, 
OR... 
MAYBE 
THREE. 




..'. BECAUSE SUCH GRAVE AND 
, , LOFTY DEALS MUST GO BEFORE 
,v/ THE L.A. WHEELS.,.THEY NEED 
TO KNOW THE '/*% 

LAST DETAIL h 

BEFORE WE ACT t A®S«S P h/, 
ON ANY SALE.... 

(SO SEE US IN 
|9$6 FOR SOME 
ILEAL FAST 
ACTtON... 

OKAY,GOOD — 

BUDDY ?) 




eastern sierra 
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